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HISTORY 2701:  AFRICA IN WORLD HISTORY 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 9:30-10:45am 
Liberal Arts 256 
 
Jim Mokhiber LA 125, jmokhibe@uno.edu 
Office Hours: M/F 10:15-11:15, Th 11:00-12:00 and by appt. 
 
Course Description 
This year, HIST 2701 has been conceived as a hybrid, combining a concern for the 
broadest span of African history with the insights gained through the world history 
approach.  My approach, in part shaped by a recent collaboration with Xavier 
University’s Dr. Steve Salm, is to try to show the coming together of multiple “worlds” of 
African history, to show how the continent’s peoples came to be linked by forces 
coming from within and outside the continent over time.  With a stronger focus on the 
premodern period, this course nevertheless seeks to establish a thematic connection 
with the contemporary period, to enable students to pose questions about the deep 
roots of the globalized present. 
 
Student Learning Objectives 
After successfully completing this course, students should be able to: 
 Identify key sites, figures and events in African history over the broad span of 
time;  
 Understand the global contexts for African history across the broad span of 
time; 
 Interpret a variety of historical evidence from African and world history; 
 Evaluate and discuss historical themes and theories. 
 
Required texts 
Our two key texts may be purchased at the UNO bookstore or online: 
 Erik Gilbert and Jonathan Reynolds, Africa in World History (Pearson, 2012) ISBN 
9780205053995 
 D.T. Niane, Sundiata (Longman) ISBN:  9781405849425 
Please note:  the Gilbert & Reynolds text is referred to in the schedule of readings as 
AWH.  For the latter period of the class, students will be interested in the Online African 
History Atlas, a digital resource:  http://www.brown.edu/Research/AAAH/map.htm 
Additional readings will be available online through the course’s Moodle website. After 
it goes live during the first week, the Moodle site should be your first stop for 
announcements and other class-related matters.   
 
Over the course of the semester, any changes in scheduling, assignments and other 
matters may be announced in lecture or via the Moodle site, and you should update 
your syllabus appropriately. Printed instructions for working with Moodle are available 
at the University Computing Center.  You may also call the UCC computer help desk at 
280-4357 (or “280-HELP”).  Since we cannot be expected to track down non-university 
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email addresses, students should rely on their UNO accounts for all email 
communications from the course instructors.  
 
Grading 
Students will be evaluated based on the following measures: 
 
 Attendance and participation (10%) 
 Geography and reading quizzes (30%) 
 Sundiata/Keita paper, 6-8 pages (25%) 
 Final Exam (short essays, 35%) 
 
Both attendance and participation are expected.  Participation may come in many 
forms, however, and seeing me during my office hours is acceptable as well.  Students 
may also choose to demonstrate their engagement with the class and its themes by 
communicating with me regarding resources (such as relevant websites and articles) 
they may find online.  While the two geography quizzes will be announced in advance, 
the reading quizzes may not – they serve as a spur to completing the reading (usually 
quite manageable – each week). 
 
It is University policy to provide, on a flexible and individualized basis, reasonable 
accommodations to students who have disabilities that may affect their ability to 
participate in course activities or to meet course requirements. Students with 
disabilities should contact the Office of Disability Services as well as their instructors to 
discuss their individual needs for accommodations. For more information, please go to 
http://www.ods.uno.edu 
 
Finally, trust is an essential part of a productive learning environment.  Academic 
dishonesty – including cheating, plagiarism, tampering with academic records and 
falsifying identity – cannot be tolerated.  Refer to the online UNO Judicial Code for 
further information. 
 
 
Class 
No. 
 Subject/Theme Assignment 
 Week One   
1 Th 8/20 Introduction  
    
 Week Two Foundations  
2 T 8/25 Africa/World History: From 
myths to 
historiography 
AWH, xxi-13 
 
 
3 Th 8/27 Geographic and environmental 
contexts 
 
    
 Week Three   
Comment [JM1]: Barnett, “The Geography 
of Africa” in Falola, Africa 
 3 
4 T  9/1 Becoming “human” in early Africa  AWH, pp. 14-24 
 
 
5 Th 9/3 “Skeletons of the Sahara” (PBS 
Video, 55min.)  
Geography Quiz #1 
    
 Week Four   
 M  9/7 LABOR DAY  
6 T  9/8 African Worlds: Agriculture, 
Technology and Migrations 
 
AWH, pp. 25-66 
7 Th  9/10 (cont. Diversity of early African 
societies) 
 
    
 Week Five   
8 T 9/15 Egypt and Nilotic Africa AWH, pp. 67-84 
9 Th 9/17 (cont. Meroe)  
    
 Week Six   
10 T  9/22 Mediterranean Africa MOO:  “Periplus of the 
Erythraean Sea” 
11 Th 9/24 (cont. Carthage, Roman, Vandal, 
Byzantine) 
 
    
 Week Seven   
12 T  9/29 Advent of Christianity and Islam 
in Africa 
AWH, pp. 85-119 
13 Th 10/1 (cont.., the Islamic Maghreb)  
    
 Week Eight   
14 T 10/6 (cont. Islam in West Africa)  
15 Th 10/8 Reading Sundiata Niane, Sundiata  
MOO:  Ibn Battuta, “Mali” 
(1532) 
    
 Week Nine   
16 10/12 “Keita: L’heritage du Griot”  
17 10/14 (cont. East Africa/Swahili Coast) AWH, pp. 120-138 
MOO:  Ibn Battuta, “The 
East African Coast” 
(1331) 
 10/16 SEMESTER BREAK  
    
 Week Ten   
Comment [JM2]: From Salm/Mokhiber 
proposal 
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18 T 10/20 Slavery and the Atlantic World Sundiata Paper Due  
 
MOO:  Inikori, “Africa and 
the Transatlantic Slave 
Trade”  
 
AWH, pp. 139-198. 
19 Th 10/22 (cont., West/West-Central Africa) MOO:  Rui de Aguiar, 
“King Affonso I” (1516) 
    
 Week 
Eleven 
  
20 T 10/27 Empires in Africa: 
Ottomans in Egypt and the 
Maghreb 
AWH, pp. 199-218. 
MOO:  al-Sadi, “Songhay 
and the Moroccan 
Invasion” (1591) 
21 Th 10/29 Empires in Africa: East Africa  AWH, pp. 219-240. 
 
MOO: Duarte Barbosa, 
East Coast of Africa” 
(1540) 
    
 Week 
Twelve 
  
22 T  11/3 Empires in South Africa: 
Shaka Zulu to the Boers 
AWH, pp. 241-260. 
MOO:  Fynn,, “Shaka” 
(1830) 
MOO: Livingstone, 
Missionary Travels 
 
Geography Quiz #2 
23 Th  11/5 High Imperialism in Africa/ 
Global Perspectives on African 
Resistance 
AWH, pp. 262-285 
 
 
    
 Week 
Thirteen 
  
24 T  11/10 NO CLASS—Dr. Mokhiber at 
African Studies Association 
conference 
 
25 Th 11/12 Colonial Change in Africa: Labor 
and the Economy 
 
AWH, pp. 286-313. 
MOO:  Jacobs, “Labor” 
    
 Week   
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Fourteen 
26 T  11/17 Social, Cultural Change MOO:  “Imperial 
Manhood” 
 
MOO:  Chilembwe, “Africa 
for the African” (1897) 
 
27 Th  11/19 World Wars and Imperial 
Cultures 
AWH, pp. 314-338 
MOO:  Visual Culture 
dossier 
    
 Week 
Fifteen 
  
28 T  11/24 African nationalism, Pan-
Africanism and decolonization 
 
AWH, pp. 360-378 
MOO: DuBois, the Negro 
and “The World and 
Africa” (915; 1919) 
MOO:  Nkrumah, 
“Freedom! Freedom! 
Freedom!” (1957) 
 Th  11/26 THANKSGIVING  
    
 Week 
Sixteen 
  
29 T 12/1 Africa in the Cold War and after AWH, pp. 379-402 
MOO:  Museveni, “The 
Crisis of the State in 
Africa” 
30 Th 12/3 “Globalization” and Africa  AWH, pp. 339-359; 405-
415. 
    
 Finals Week   
 12/7-11   
    
    
 
Notes/Changes: 
 
 
 
